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Monday, January 27, 2025 at 14:13:47 Greenwich Mean TimeMonday, January 27, 2025 at 14:13:47 Greenwich Mean Time

Subject:Subject: Re: SQA Higher examination timetabling clashes (Case Ref: DJ18597)
Date:Date: Monday 27 January 2025 at 13:01:04 Greenwich Mean Time
From:From: Daniel Johnson MSP
To:To: jghscouncilcomms@gmail.com
CC:CC: ka.strobel@gmail.com, hilary.snaith@gmail.com, lisaasutherland@googlemail.com,

tbasxyz@yahoo.com, Nigel.Cotter@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk,
neil.mccallum@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk

Good morning,

I thought I would write with a quick update which I hope will be good news.

In response to several enquires from JGHS parents regarding the timetabling of the Higher Psychology
exam I have been pushing SQA with several contacts, and also trying to secure a phone call with Chief
Executive of SQA over the past few days. This morning I received the following information from SQA:

...we wrote to the Cabinet Secretary…..outlining an approach which SQA believes will provide a
solution to the issue you have highlighted. This followed other similar enquires, and extensive
communication and engagement with a number of educational stakeholders.
 
We will communicate the solution to centres and learners once we have agreement from the
Cabinet Secretary. It would therefore be worthwhile to wait for this response before we can update
you, to ensure you have the full information to provide to your constituent.
 
We understand the urgency of this matter and are committed to resolving these concerns as
quickly as possible.

Obviously I cannot be sure that this response will be exactly the solution we are hoping for, but it seems
optimistic to me. I will of course be back in touch as soon as I have further news. 

Best wishes

Daniel

 
_______________________________________________________
Daniel Johnson MSP 0131 348 6462 danieljohnson.org.uk MG.03, The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh,
EH99 1SP
Daniel would like to send you a monthly e-newsletter to keep you up to date with his activities in
Parliament and I the constituency. If you would rather not receive this, please send an email to Daniel with
the word ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line.

________________________________________
From: Jamesgillespies Councilcomms <jghscouncilcomms@gmail.com>
Sent: 20 January 2025 21:38
To: "Johnson D (Daniel), MSP" <Daniel.Johnson.msp@parliament.scot>
Cc: "Katharina Stoebel" <ka.strobel@gmail.com>,"Hilary Snaith" <hilary.snaith@gmail.com>,"Lisa
Sutherland" <lisaasutherland@googlemail.com>,"Tiziana Basciani" <tbasxyz@yahoo.com>,"Nigel Cotter"
<Nigel.Cotter@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk>,"Neil McCallum"
<neil.mccallum@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk>,"Hulse I (Isaac)" <Isaac.Hulse@Parliament.scot>
Subject: SQA Higher examination timetabling clashes
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attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.
 
 
Dear Mr Johnson,
 
We are writing on behalf of the Parent Council at James Gillespie’s High School, in the hope that
you can intervene with the Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) about their scheduling of this
year’s Higher examinations.
 
Specifically we request that the SQA avoids co-scheduling of Higher English and Higheravoids co-scheduling of Higher English and Higher
PsychologyPsychology on 7 May 2025.  A letter detailing our concerns is attached.  
 
We would be most grateful if you could raise this issue on our behalf with the SQA as a matter of
urgency, whilst there is still time to make a change.  Whilst we acknowledge the challenge of
scheduling the SQA exam diet, we strongly requeststrongly request that no other Higher examination is co-
scheduled with Higher English, so that timetable clashes are minimised.  
 
With all best wishes, 
 
Hilary Snaith and Tiziana Basciani
Co-Chairs
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